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We need over 150 volunteers for this year’s
Matoaka Cardinal Carnival, Saturday, 4/20 from
3-6 p.m. Most shifts are for a 2 hour time period for the areas of: food
service in cafeteria; crafts; games; silent auction; ticket sales; set up;
clean up.
If you are interested in helping, please contact either Leanne Conrad
(elconrads@aol.com) or Sue Bornschein (skysharkjb@aol.com).
Thank you!!
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The Cardinal Carnival is on its way! April 20th, 3-6 pm.
The carnival will include games, inflatables, crafts, cake & book walks, a silent
auction, karaoke, helicopter, petting zoo, fire trucks, police cars and more!
New this year will be the “Pitch Burst”! A chance for you to soak your favorite principal. Also new this year will be “Pit Stop”. The Cardinal Café will be open again
this year and will include some new sweet surprises. Presale tickets will go on
sale in April at a reduced price and will also be available to purchase on the day
of the carnival.
Cardinal Carnival t-shirts are now available for order and will be delivered the
week before the carnival. Watch for this flier coming home in backpacks. The
PTA will also be awarding unlimited game/ride passes to one student per grade
level. This will be organized by the School Administration. Winning students will
be announced closer to the carnival date.
As in previous years, families are asked to donate various items to support the
Cardinal Carnival. Items such as water, silent auction donations, baked goods &
cakes, trinkets & prizes and books.
Watch your child’s backpack, the PTA newsletter & website for more information
and volunteer opportunities. Or, contact Erin Otis at otisfam@verizon.net.
All money raised at the carnival will be used by the PTA to support our fine
learning environment at Matoaka!
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Cardinal Carnival: Grade Level Theme Baskets
The PTA needs your help filling these fun-filled theme baskets!
The Cardinal Carnival Silent Auction this year will feature Themed Baskets filled with contributions
from students and families of Matoaka. The assigned themes for each grade level are below, along with
some ideas for items to include in the basket. Please consider donating to your child’s grade level basket.
The more items we receive the better the basket (or baskets) will be for each group!
Contributions for the baskets will be accepted before Spring
Break, between Monday, March 18th and Friday, March 29th.
Boxes for items will be placed in each grade level pod.
Parents may send their donations in via students
or bring them to the school anytime during that week.

Questions? Contact Michelle Alexander, chele.alexander@gmail.com
Bird’s Eye View
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How To Get Involved at School

and checking in with the school parent-teacher
group. If your school has a parent involvement coordinator or a volunteer coordinator, ask that person
how you can help. And if you still need ideas of how
to get involved, check out our list.

20 simple ways you can help your child
and the school.
by Emily Graham
There are tons of great reasons for parents
to get involved in school. Children whose parents
are involved in their education tend to get better
grades and have fewer behavior problems, and
they are more likely to continue their education
beyond high school, among other benefits.
How can something so easy pay off in such
a big way? It’s simple, really. When you make time
to go to parent-teacher conferences or volunteer at
the school carnival, you show your child just how
much you care about her education. And she’ll be
more likely to care about it, too.
Here are some of the other benefits of parent involvement, according to more than 30 years of
research studies. Kids have better attitudes about
school and develop better social skills. They’re
more likely to do their homework and to attend
school regularly. Parents start to feel more comfortable at school and more capable of helping their
children learn. Teacher morale improves. The quality of schools rises, and they enjoy better reputations in their communities.
No matter how busy your schedule is, there
are ways you can get involved in your child’s education. At home, emphasize the importance of
learning to your child. Make sure he completes his
homework, and be on hand to help if he gets stuck.
Stay in touch with your child’s teacher throughout
the school year. Don’t wait until your child gets a
bad report card to talk to the teacher about his trouble finishing math homework or how he freezes up
when he takes a test.
Be sure you don’t miss important school
events like open houses and parent-teacher conferences. Mark the dates of these and other events on
your calendar at the start of the school year to avoid
scheduling conflicts.
Look for ways to pitch in at school, whether
it’s making cookies for a bake sale or speaking at
career day. Start by talking with your child’s teacher
Bird’s Eye View

Help the teacher: Volunteer in your child’s
Classroom; Prepare materials for craft projects;
Tutor a student; Chaperone a field trip; Help with
class parties.
Support the parent-teacher group: Attend PTA
meetings; Make flyers to promote parent group
events; Go to a school family night—and help clean
up after it’s over; Help with teacher appreciation
efforts; Take pictures at events for the school
newsletter.
Help with special events: Supervise an activity at
field day; Work a shift at the school book fair; Pick
up trash or pull weeds during a campus cleanup
day; Build sets or make costumes for the school
play; Answer questions from new parents at registration night.
Give staff members a break: Monitor the playground during recess or the cafeteria during lunch;
Volunteer in the front office; Make photocopies for
teachers; Shelve library books; Help the art teacher
display student projects.
Use your skills: Talk to students about your job or
hobby; Organize a before-school running club; Install new software in the computer lab; Lay out the
school newsletter; Update the school website.

—www.schoolfamily.com
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Plan activities for Spring Break—For example:
Go on a Treasure Hunt: Geocaching and
letterboxing are both free activities that the whole family can enjoy.
Kids love the treasure hunting aspect of these activities and it is a great way to
enjoy the great outdoors.
Have a Pajama Party: Stay in your pajamas all day, snuggle on the couch, and
watch movies together.
Have a Cookie Decorating Party: Whip up your favorite sugar cookie recipe.
Let them cool, then ice and decorate them. After you have each sampled a few,
package the rest to deliver to your family, neighbors, and friends.
Have a Craft Party: Spend the day making fun spring-themed crafts. A quick
search on Pinterest can turn up tons of ideas!

The Fingerprint Production Drama Group is preparing
for Matoaka's 5th annual Dinner Theatre! This year, the show
is about some Matoaka Earthlings going out into space for a
dangerous Tibut exciting mission, with a special group of
aliens called, the Planetary Council! Will they be able to
capture the universal villain, Commander Space Snake?
Stay tuned - ticketing information will be posted soon!

What side of a rabbit
has the most fur?

How do you catch the
Easter Bunny?

The outside!

Hide in the bushes and
make a noise like a
carrot!
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What do you call a
rabbit that tells good
jokes?
A funny bunny!
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There are so many ways to use the template below—
as a stencil to trace and color your own bunnies;
on fabric to cut and stuff and sew together;
as a reverse stencil to color paper & remove
so the bunnies are white;
to use as a prompt for a story or poem;
on felt to cut out and glue together.
Make on for yourself and one for your friend or teacher!
Happy Early Easter!
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How many words can you make from
St. Patrick’s Day?
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